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You should do what you should do, but you 
shouldn't do what you shouldn't do.

unproven statement from 

Winnie the Pooh



 Biodiversity in Europe
 How do we see nature?
 What do people want from nature?
 Beauty versus practicality
 The main challenge of «Rīgas meži»

A somewhat lyrical and unscientific view of the problem



Nature Restoration Regulation

81% of protected
habitats

63% of protected
species

75% of terrestrial
ecosystems

… are in poor condition or are 
dilapidated

Why did the regulation have to be adopted?

Source: European Environment Agency “State of Nature”

38% of fish 
populations 
are in very 

poor condition

1 in every 3 
bee and 
butterfly 

species is in 
decline

The population 
of grassland 

birds has 
declined by 

36% since 1990

Almost 30% of 
grassland 
butterflies 

have become 
extinct since 

1991



+50% of global GDP is 
linked to nature
and the services it provides





How do we 
see nature?





Beauty 
versus 
practicality



Which way to «Rīgas meži»?



Urbanization

The main challenge of «Rīgas meži»



Berlin v.s Riga

London v.s Riga

3,56 mlj. versus 0,7 mlj. citizens

8,61 mlj. versus 0,7 mlj. citizens



“The truth is: the natural 
world is changing. And we 
are totally dependent on 
that world. It provides our 
food, water and air. It is the 
most precious thing we 
have and we need to 
defend it.”

SIR DAVID ATTENBOROUGH
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